
Stars in the Southern 
Hemisphere: Celebrity, Agency, 
and the Anti-Apartheid Struggle

One  of  the  overarching  aims  of  th is  conference  i s  to  problemat ize  the  

neol iberal  narrat ive  of  celebr i ty  focused  on  the  achievements  of  s ingular  

indiv iduals  in  metropol i tan  sett ings.   In  l ine  with  th is ,  th is  lecture  l inks  the  

celebr i ty  act iv ism  of  Mir iam  Makeba  and  Hugh  Masekela  dur ing  thei r  

per iod  of  exi le  in  cont inental  Afr ica  to  larger  networks  in formed  by  

sol idar is t ic  vis ions  and  col lect ive  agency  rooted  in  pan -Afr icanism  or  state  

nat ional isms.  Recent  research  focused  on  the  construct ion  of  Makeba ’s  

celebr i ty  in  the  United  States ,  subsumes  a  r ise -and - fa l l  dynamic  that  does  

not  see  past  her  re locat ion  to  Guinea  fo l lowing  the  notor iety  she  endured  

in  mainstream  publ ic  culture  in  the  wake  of  her  marr iage  to  radical  black  

act iv is t ,  Stokely  Carmichael .  The  neglect  of  Afr ica  as  an  arena  of  agency  

can  arguably  be  extrapolated  to  include  Masekela ,  Makeba ’s  former  

husband.  Through  examining  Makeba ’s  and  Masekela ’s  dif ferent  

embeddedness  in  int ra -cont inental  circui ts  of  performance  across  t ime,  in  

such  music  fest ivals  as  “Zaire  ’74”  –  intended  to  coincide  with  the  media  

spectacle  of  the  “Rumble  in  the  Jungle”  boxing  bout  between  Muhammad  

Al i  and  George  Foreman  –  and  the  much  la ter  Graceland  tour  with  Paul  

Simon,  th is  intervent ion  seeks  to  reappraise  the  nature  of  thei r  agency.  I t  

turns  the  gaze  to  Afr ica  to  broaden  our  understanding  of  celebr i ty  and  

protest  in  a  cont inental  f rame.   
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As part of the international conference on Celebrity and Protest in Africa and in the Anti-Apartheid
Struggle at the University of Copenhagen (29-31 October 2018), we invite you to the following public
keynote address – which will be followed by a brief reception. 

Room 9A-0-01, 17.00 – 18.00 
MONDAY 29 OCTOBER 2018

VENUE:   Room 9A-0-01  (ground f loor) ,  Faculty  of  Theology,  South Campus,  University  of
Copenhagen ( for  direct ions  see map at :  https://teol .ku.dk/cas/contact/)   
T IME:   Keynote:  17  –  18     Reception:  18.00 –  19.00 


