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Compensation Laws

Some historians see a close connection between “Wiedergutmachung” - the compensation payments of the Federal Republic of
Germany (FRG) to the persecutees of the Third Reich - and West Germany'’s successful (in their opinion) coping with Nazism after
1945. Others argue that post-war West German society was neither primarily concerned with coming to terms with Nazism nor
with redress to Holocaust survivors. Rather, West Germans cared about compensation payments to ethnic German expellees.

The aim of this presentation is to question this dichotomous discourse about West Germany’s engagement with the Nazi past

and to present a new interpretation of the debate.




